
Teacher Tips Measuring Wind Speed

(3+ days  + written homework + much classroom chaos)

3 days: 

a) Introduction, and time for design 

b) Building and calibrating

c) Calibrating & measuring unknown, and completing the written piece.

Use a standard box fan and a handheld anemometer at different distances from the fan to establish a calibration method. Students can then use their calibrations to determine the wind speed of another more powerful fan, stati[image: image1]oned in another area of the room. This provides a quantitative way to assess the success of their designs. 

Materials (suggested to have on hand):
Tape: clear, masking, duct

Hot glue, Elmer’s glue

Wood: 2x4 pieces, dowels, toothpicks, popsicle sticks, plywood

Paper: printer paper, card stock, index cards, scrap cardboard, copy paper boxes

Tools: scissors, box-cutters, drills, saw

Ring stands

Pins, tacks, nails, screws

Paper cups and/or cones

PVC pipe
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